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1999 Jamaican Film-maker For

By Willinm Doyle-Marshall
Contributing Editor

Two young African Canadian fils mak-
e, Jenmnifer Hodnes snd David Sutherland,
will hawe their first featere film scroomod at
the 24 anmeal Toronto International Film
Festival in Septomber.

It i & JO-misste film tithod ~My Fathers
Hands.™ The story is sbout & father and 500
who are af loggerbeads with each other.

Jemmifer Holnaii and David Sutheriand

It was peodeced by Hungry Eve Produc-
toa, founded by Holness and Sutheriand.

"My Fashers Hands™ was shot in March
over & five and a balf day period in five
locatsons — Kermingaoa Market, Wallace
Studios, Scarborough, on the Riverdale set
end Georpe Broun Collepe’s eneat kocker,

It s Hengry Eve’s bippest production 1o
date. “This is the first project that | have had
1o Bring i all e money and bring i all the
clemments from the orew, cven dealing with

i

David i torms of casting and afl those things,
w0 it really msporiant. | think that this film
will take ui o sicp <hoser 1o where wie wanl
1o po and that"s w0 making feature films 0
Camada and having a presence,” Mi Holneia
sl prondly.

“It"s the find teme we pet 10 really show
our el and poople will sec e Colours of
emotons that we can bring, & bumour, the
cimematic style,” Sutheriand explained.

“We deal & kot with menil snd dance in
thin film s
a ot of poo-
ple  under-
stand Blxk
people
Brough mo-
g and dasce
and we¢ are
Bookomg at that
i torm o the
writing, In
porms of he
regpgles of
s younf art-
I WSS just
coming Bere
i e COUBRTY
a3 immi-
gErami:
gencrational
strugghes,” be
Contmned

The fa-
ther, a
batcher, an
odd schood Ja-
maican who
came bere in
the 1960s is
played by
Ardoa Beis,
an  cAPLrI-
eocod Canie
dian  actor
whoappearcd
in “Soal Sur-
wivor™ which
was  also
screened at
ihwe Featrwal & fow veurs ago. Suiberland wrobe
this rode espocially for Bess afier socing ~Soal
Sarviver,”

Thee a0, & wepctarsan snd dender, 15 4 Bew
school Canadian who waa bom hore & the
seveatics. The role is being played by Mark
Taylor (Fox Ssedent Bodies and CHC Seraaght
Up) He i golng sawy to Mew York to stady
with Alvia Aiky Dance Foundabon and
Asercan Ballel Theatre

Award wisneng actof Alson Scaly Smath

playsthe mother, She brimg s iothe film along
lisgof credits incheding Cosps and Calypross
by M. Nourbese Philip and Harkem Duet by
Drurset Seears.

Cameras drop in on the faeber’s buscher
shop, B Saberday pror B0 the son s Sopar-
ture the followisg Monday. They captare a
Fobdery a2 the o and both men et mpered.
Thee poddwers Surosw thern i ameat bachoor and
leave them b die.

The mother’s character is the gloe that

kecps the family together. She is their only

hope of surviving.

“Throuph Mash backs we Fmd out sbout
the whole history of their (fahor-3) rela-
thofsbiip and how they have 1o ooe iﬁ‘lﬂlﬂ'
and realize that their relation-
ship is about love. There are.
Mash backs to very specific indw |
dents i thew history, cach kav-
ing o deal with the wies of the
fasher™s hamdds, ™ sy Sutheriand

This year e festival™s Flanet
Africa Programme promises
preat things according o June
Grvmani, programmer.

It wll b showcasng, a5 m
the past, good movies fof overy-
on, There's romantsc comody,
hissorical, dramatical epic; re-
Ay sroetg SOCEMECHIINES Bt
what's taking place om the Afin-
cam Coatingnl o the moment
which inchedes poctical, hrical
filesa

*Filma e coming from Ja-
maica, ol owver Afnca and the
United States of America Of
particular interest wall be short
fil=s and docementariy from
South Afreca that deal with con-
semporery Black culture and his-
norical event wihiach ane expooied
4o make quite soir,” she said

Talking atxout the Jamacan
filem ~Third World Cop™ by Chria
Broase, Ms Givanni sireused,
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' Festival

*1'am very glad that cach year we are able to
get at least one film from that tiny region of
the world: the Caribbean.”

The festival runs from September 9
through September 18,

This year's opening film is Atom
Egoyan’s “Felicia's Journey.” That will be
the North American premier for this produc-
tion which centres around an intense look at
two lost souls, both afraid to face the world.

“The film shows one of Canada’s most
accomplished filmmakers working at the peak
of his powers.” according to an announce-
ment from the festival’s press of fice TR




