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Sutherland up a note
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oD Sutherland savs he owes his
snity o hip hop.

Sutherdand., mow in Alberma as
sory editor of Riverwood’s Carirlied
Wiy, found much of the grounding
for his now Gemini-nominated

sertprwrining for Ovep e Hear over
those long lonely nigha shifts when,
as 3 solitary security guard, he passed
the time with the help of a radio.

"Hip hop was one of the things
that kept me sanc. | was oun there
alone for the mos part and i was like
some other voice,”

All of which came in handy when
bz came 1o wrise for Aac/Back Alkes
Dirop The Bear,

-

Some work Sutherdand did en
Epitomes  Rrverdale resulred in an
irvitatien Ffrom a then- fiverelale and
nw-Dirop The Bart cast member 1o
wiite what at the nme was 3 propos-
al for CBC about young people a1 a
raclso starion. “And since | did collepe
radio and college newspapers | said
IE“!E.’ n

With other writers he ook parn
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Father wins again
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wWRITERfdirector David  Sutherdand
and producing pariner  Jennifer
Haolness of Hungry Eves/Film: Food

have won the HBO Award For best
shom film for My Fabert Hands at
the Acapulea Black Film Festival,

The duo are the firit Canadians 1o
win at the Amencan festival, spon-
sared by HBO to showcase up-and-
commng few talen,

My Fatbers Hards vells the story of
a father and son who don’t ger sy
But must confront cach other when
they are shot and left 1o bleed and
fresze 1o death ina mear locker,

Sutherland and Holnes are cur-
rently developing their first feature,
Eatzing the Bones, with Ciryre.

The filrn iz abour a photographer
addicted to pornography whe walks
2 fine line besween love and fantasy
when he Blls in bove with che girl of
his dreams. »
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in a “blind raste test” where sample
soenes were written by several writ-
ers and submimed 1o AAC, CBC and
Back Alley for sclection, On the
basis of this, Sutherland was com-
missioned the pilas

I write

Sutberland woa the “bled trile brs! bo write
Brop B Baat

cpisode, "Bande Royal.” which was
subsequently moved 1o the third
episode slot and is now nominaed
for a Gemini.

Since thar cpisade, Sutherdand
has continued to write for Dirap
The Bear, and direcred his Ffirst
episode a marer of weeks before
his nominacion, :

And he's no sranger - awards
cither. Sutherland’s first screenplay,
the shore My Farkers Hamds, dating
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back 1o 1995 and finally shot in
1999, premiered ar the Toronoo
Incernational Film Festival Last year,
won 3 320,000 prize in the Acapuleo
Black Film Festival and four awards
ar this years Yorkeon Shom Flm
Festival and has been broadcast on
CBC, HBO has plans o buy the film
and air it late this year or early next

year

-

like to direcr as well as write,”
says Sutherand. “It's 2 litle harder po
get those nuggets — people have got
o try o understand you, They ak
"What are you?

“I'd like 1o do boch v and film,
but you cant make a living in
Canada deing feature film, and |
think to keep you honest as a diree-
tor and writer you've gor to do
both; you've gotta keep working,
keep listening o poople and dheir
language, keep your ear to che
ground.”

Mow hits security guard days are ser
to get another airing with the semi-
aurobiographical feature Blm script
Earing The Bone, currently in devel-
opment with Cinme

“lrs abour a security guard who's a
photographer and a porn addicr and
meets and falls in love with the
wormnan of his dreams, only 1o find
ot he cant ger it up with a real Alesh-
and-blood woman because hes so
addicted to porn. He wants 1o be an
art photographer and has arvseic
aspiragions and he has w make 3
choice beciue porn affeots his am as
well, I's all visual.™ »
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