DIGGING OUT : Howard Sheffield, who has relatives buried in the pioneer cemetery
near Priceville, watches archeologists dig for lost tombstones in 1999,

Black cemetery’s story
unearths deep secrets

Locals reluctant
to discuss missing
tombstones in

potato field ;

BY EOBERTA AVERY
SFECIAL T THE STAR
FEICEVILLE — Unearthing
the story of a black pioneer
cemetery plowed r and
turned into a potato field in the
1930s was much harder than
Toronto filmmakers Jennifer
Hodness and David Sutherland

silence out there,” =zaid Hol-
ness, who directed the Mational
Film Board’s dotumentary
Speakers for the Dead, which
will air on Vision TV Widnes-
dlay a9 pm.

The film tells the story of the
black families who seftlsd on
the Old Durham R, near the
hamlet of Priceville, abouat 50
kilometres southwest of Col-
lingwond, nearly 200 years ago.
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DIRECTORS: David Suther-
land and Jennifer Hol-
ness shot film.
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white community divided and
at Hmes aggressive,

“Wou peopls don’t belong
here,” was one comment Hol-
ness said she often heard.

Four tombstones were found
im the: late 19805 in a pile of
stones by the potato field, but a
plan to search for the dozens of
others believed to be buried in
the field had divided the ceme-
tery restoration comrmiiies,

“It split the residents, many
of whom fear what the tomb-
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&r
used the” tombstones in the
basement of thelr home adia-
cent to the cemetery. She e
members  using  them as
stepping stones  across  the

toes on that particular piece of
land, they were excellent,”
Grimes tells the camersa.
dfn‘:m‘ candid comment
in't surprise Holness: *We
found many who haud no
sense of there being anything
wrong in what happened to
that cemetery.”

| There are no hlacks beft in

cemetery, explained the relue-
tamce, “Our people weren't al-

o lovored oant there,” Helen Miller

zays inthe film.
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