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INTERVIEW ) ELISHA CUTHBERT

A shocking lack of dirty laundry

The Canadian film and television actor — Jack Bauver's daughter on 24 and star of the controversial
horror flick Captivity — is having a great time, despite the dearth of juicy gossip about her
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ike Coca-Cola, the poor or

the Senate, starlets will

always be with us. Seme
of them even deserve the de-
votion they inspire,

Take, for instance, Calgary's
own Elisha Cathbert - film
and television star gince the
tender age of 14 and all-par-
pose blond goddess for life.

After her first big gig - as
one of the perky hostesses of
Popuelar Mechanlcs For Kids -
Cuthbert has not stopped o
seell the lip gloss, When not
filming raunchy comedies
such as Old Schoal, acting as
Jack Baver's perennially im-
perilled daughter on 24, 00
starring in this summer's con-
troversial horror fck Capeivi-
iy, Ms. Cuthbert graciously
takes time 1o grace many lad-
mag Top Holties lists,

And yet, true to her good
Canadian roots, Ms, Cuthbert
remains a down-to-garth,
concemed-citizen sort. Her
latest project, currently being
filmed in Toronto, s Guns =
an eamest CBC television film
about the socko-economic
raots of Toronto's gun vio-
lence epldemic. Wholesome is
a5 wholesome does.

Actresses gone wild are all the
rage, bt | can't find a single
bit of gossip abouwt you -
aren’t you having any fun?

I'm having a great time. [ just
think all that other stuff is a
lat of work also, It may seem
like a lot of fum, but | think
it an extremely stressiful and
intense way to live. 'm hay-
ing a great dme staying under
the radar and out of that
MEss.

You ame a daughter of Al-
berta. you ba discwned for
doing a miovie?

Um, p bly not. IE's funny, |

was bom there, but grew up
in Montreal, and feel like
Montreal is where | became
me. [ haven't been to Calgary
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Arg Twplmq the Jane Creba
part in Guns?

Mo, we do have someone sim-
ilar im the film, but its mot
my character. My character i
baslcally in love with a char-
acter who's on the bad zide of
the gun situation and fimds
herself capght up in it and
gets in a lof of trouble

Are you the next persen to die
on 247

Well, I've been “on and off,”
as [ like o call it, but T don't
think just because I'm off
now that it means Fm not go-
ing to be back on later. |
haven’t been killed yet.

with it. My job starts

nndﬁmm on set,
. and | don't have

control afterwards.

Elisha Cuthbert

did 72 episodes of 24 -
lot of quivering and
1 tried to create a glrl who just

| reacted to whatever was being

brought to her at the time. [
never really thought, Oh, how
am | going to play this,
“scared” or “fraumatic™? I just
wanted it to be as real as pos-

| sible. And it was great train-

img. It paved the way for

: Howse of Wax and Captiviry.

; of House of Wax, I
ﬁm‘wmm

could have a de-

Oh, yeah, |th.!-1 if she works
hard enough, definitely. And
she's doing that. There's defi-

| nitely something about her
| that's undeniable. There's

something in her that is defi-
m&umﬂﬂ has ob-

gotten a bot o
people’s attention. I'm start-
ing to become quite good

friends with her, and a lot of
people give me a hard time
about that. But if they met

| her, they'd think a bot differ-

ently about her. [ sald to Joel

| Silver, the producer, that |

wWiis galng to go in and try to

| make Hoase Of Wax real and

believable and authentic, and
| kind of became team cap-

| fain of all us young actors.

| You started in children’s televi-
| shom. How did you break aut of

the chad-actor ghetic?

| 1 guoes | was lucky enough o

o smart child stuff. Popular
Mechandes For Kids was highly

| educational and classy. | fig-
| wre {t's that - but [ never wor-

e p—

riiad about i, T just kepd
going.

Did you expect Capivity 1o be
controversial?

1was a litthe stunned by it
Some of it helped the movie
and some of it didn"t. The
fbm inwiustey can ran
smoathly, or things can go
haxwire, and you just have to
o with it. My job starts and
finishes on sef, and [ don't
have controd afterwands,

I can't see how Captivity is any
mane harrifying than the Saw
or Hostel mavies.

Righit, bast there was a lot of
hype over It being “torfure
pomn™ and all these Adiculous
things. 1 couldn’t belleve it,
becaunse [ felt that that lype
watn'l aboul the movie we
were setting out o make, But
that's movie-making.

Here's two things | did find out
about you: You were a fool
model and you did print ads for
a chain of laundries in Guate-
mada,

Yeah, [ was six years obd
when | was a foot model. God
only knows how | gat info
that. But what are you talking
dloast, in Guatemala? [ve
never hieard of that in my life,

i's on your IMDB.com bio.
1 etter investigate! | com-
pletely deny that You see,
you found some gossip.

Will Ferrell naked in Old
= life-affirming or lfe-

T
m. Well, he did have a
sock on 5o, maybe life-gcar-
ring.



